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Material flows and material loops in the EU, 2014
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Source: Mayer, A., et al. (2019). Measuring Progress towards a Circular Economy: A 

Monitoring Framework for Economy‐wide Material Loop Closing in the EU28. Journal of

Industrial Ecology, 23(1), 62–76.
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Source: UBA, Ansätze zur Ressourcenschonung im Kontext von Postwachstumskonzepten. Texte 

98/2020. Dessau-Roßlau: Umweltbundesamt, 2020.
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Which impacts are expected?

Impacts

Priority
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Towards a post growth path:
Recommendations for instruments and measures
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*Note: This figure serves to illustrate the qualitative 
assessment. The size of the bubbles does not 

quantify the magnitude of impacts.
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New Green Deal 2019

e.g. Renovation wave, „from farm to fork“

New EU Taxonomy 2020

Substantial contribution to the transition to a circular economy

 “a balanced economic growth” ?

New Circular Economy Action Plan 2020

Key value chains, “getting the economics right”

Towards a circular economy:
Current policies



The multilevel perspective on sustainability transitions 

May Corona induce a disruption or a system reconfiguration toward 

decelerating the throughput?

Source: EEA, Sustainability transitions, Copenhagen, 2019, p.27; based on Geels, Co-

evolutionary and multi-level dynamics in transitions,  in Technovation, 2006; addition by

presenter

Corona



Thank you
for your attention

For more information: wupperinst.org/en/divisions/circular-economy/
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