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Abstract

One of the most profound institutional innovations in environmental management
in recent decades is the emergence of a “new” approach to watershed and river
basin management. This approach has deep historical roots. Its distinguishing
features include decentralized and shared decision-making, collaboration,
engagement of a wide array of stakeholders, and goals including ecological
sustainability. It differs from “traditional” approaches that are more fragmented,
less inclusive, and reliant upon centralized agency decision-making and commandcontrol strategies. I briefly review salient events in the evolution of river basin
management in USA leading to the “new” approach; define its significant features;
and trace its rapid expansion in the USA. Based on the experiences in the USA, a
set of key governance issues is identified, including:
participation of stakeholders; governmental roles; role of experts and science;
engagement and decision-making processes; structural and organizational factors;
scale issues; coordination arrangements; planning frameworks; and
implementation tools. A robust evaluation approach is outlined to address
dilemmas associated with measuring the success of new river basin/watershed
management approaches. I conclude by identifying key factors influencing
successful efforts that may be applicable to implementation of the EU Water
Framework Directive.
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