
The 20th European Roundtable on Sustainable Consumption and Production 
(erscp21) is concerned with the question of what our society will look like when the 
climate protection measures necessary to achieve the +1.5°C target are implement-
ed. The erscp21 is then the current result of a dialogue process between research-
ers, practitioners from politics, administration, and business as well as civil society 
actors on the challenges of transforming our society towards climate neutrality. The 
conference focuses on sustainable production and consumption processes in an 
urban environment within the framework of a circular society. 
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ABOUT THE CONFERENCE
The goal of limiting global warming to +1.5°C requires us to reduce not only the greenhouse gas emissions 
caused by our direct activities (heating, cooling, mobility, electricity consumption, etc.), but also the emis-
sions that have already been generated outside the usual limits of consideration through our consumption 
- as it were, stuck in the products. This "emission backpack" contained in the products is almost as large as 
the direct emissions. 
While many countries, regions and cities have developed strategies to reduce local emissions, there is often 
no plan to reduce the emissions contained in the purchased products. erscp21 will consider both aspects: 
the possibilities to reduce the production of climate-relevant gases as well as to reduce upstream emis-
sions by changing consumer behaviour. It will be essential that cities - where already more than half of the 
world's population lives - and economic sectors reduce emissions, adapt to climate change and take resil-
ience measures. 
For many of us, it is difficult to imagine how cities and societies will function from an economic and social 
point of view once the +1.5° target is reached and a circular economy is evolving. What do cities look like, 
what is their relationship with their surroundings? What and how much will we work and how will we 
move? Which industries will gain in importance, which will lose? What will we eat, what will we produce? 
People are also hardly aware of the many benefits that will result from a significant reduction in emissions 
in cities. These benefits include not only better health through cleaner air and greater safety with soft mobili-
ty but also more liveable urban spaces. 

With the 20th Roundtable, the conference returns home to its birthplace after almost 
30 years. In 1994 the first Roundtable was held in Graz with the support of the City of 
Graz and the Ministries of Innovation & Technology and Environment. In the mean-
time, numerous countries have hosted the other 18 events https://erscp.eu-
/events/past-erscp-conferences, including The Netherlands, Sweden, Portugal, 
Turkey, Greece and Spain.
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TOPICS

CROSS SECTIONAL TOPICS:
• Participation, cooperation and steering processes 
• Business and financing models
• Awareness raising, further education and Citizens Science
• Share & use instead of owning (Sharing Economy)
• Digitization / Information and communication technologies 
• Zero waste technologies and systems
• Systematic and systemic innovation
• Education (all levels from kids to politicians) 

RESILIENT CITIES AND THEIR INFRASTRUC-
TURES AS PIONEERS OF CHANGE
• City Logistics
• Energy supply
• Urban circular economy
• Greening the Cities
• Governance

• Degrowth and sufficiency
• Nutrition
• Mobility (everyday life, leisure and holidays)
• Clothing
• Living
• Sustainable lifestyle concepts 

CONSUMPTION IN A SUSTAINABLE SOCIETY

• Food (agriculture, production, distribution/logistics, ...)
• Consumer Goods
• Buildings and movables
• Ecodesign - ecological product design

PRODUCTION IN A SUSTAINABLE AND 
CIRCULAR ECONOMY
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CONFERENCE FORMATS

ORAL PRESENTATIONS
erscp21 invites all people interested to present their recent results of theoretical and applied research and 
related activities at the roundtable. The oral presentations will take place in parallel session at Graz Univer-
sity of Technology. We prefer to have all speakers at the workshop site, but there will also be possibilities to 
give your presentation via the Web. A template for abstract preparation in the only accepted format can be 
downloaded from www.erscp21.eu. Please read the instructions carefully; the abstracts which do not 
adhere to these requirements and format will not be accepted and returned for resubmittal (always within 
the given deadline). Please carefully proofread the abstract before submission, and if necessary, have it 
read by a native English speaker. Abstracts will be reproduced exactly as submitted.
We especially invite master and pHD students to present their work and have it discussed by a big audi-
ence of experts!
All applications for oral presentations will be evaluated by members of the erscp-society and more invited 
experts. For more details and deadlines see www.erscp21.eu.

POSTER PRESENTATIONS
There is also the possibility to present posters at the roundtable. Information about details see www.er-
scp21.eu for a template.

SPECIAL SESSIONS
erscp21 will provide the environment for partners to organize special sessions. These special sessions are 
part of the roundtable, but they are managed by participants. These partners propose the theme, invite 
speakers and decide on the form (oral presentation, workshop, roundtable discussion, …). Everybody 
interested to propose and organize their own special session will find a template for the proposal of special 
sessions at www.erscp21.eu. 

SIDE EVENTS
Side events are events within the environment of erscp21, which are organized by other organizations or 
persons. Such events can be project meetings, dissemination events, sessions of scientific societies / com-
munities or workshops from projects that want to use the erscp21 environment. erscp21 provides the infra-
structure and announces the event on the conference homepage if desired. Side events can be scheduled 
on Sept 7, 2021 or during the meeting. 
Participants of side events will be expected to take part also at erscp21. A template for the proposal of side 
events can be downloaded from www.erscp21.eu.
Please contact: erscp2021@erscp2021.eu for reservations, free of charge.
Side events can be announced on the website, if desired.

SPEAKERS’ CORNER
Here the conference will provide a very low-profile possibility especially for young researchers and compa-
nies to present their findings in a short, concise manner.
On the one hand to give young scientists the opportunity to present themselves and on the other hand to 
give space to current, perhaps sudden ideas, there will be this Speakers’ Corner where short pitches will 
be held. The Speakers’ Corner will be set up in the break area. Its program will be constantly updated on 
the app and announced up to date on screens around the venue.
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FRAMEWORK PROGRAM
The organisers will include field trips to companies and initiatives in the frame of erscp2021. 

YOGA 
SOCIALS

TOURS
HANDS
ON LABS

Every morning a yoga 
session will be offered, 
starting one hour before 
the official programme.

for self-construction of air 
quality sensors

Walking tours of the Historical 
Centre of Graz, the largest medie-
val town in Europe, will be organ-
ised by Graz Tourism Board.
South Styrian Wine Road
Trip to the wine growing country 
South of Graz.

Apart from the scientific program, 
a social dinner – invited by the 
Governor of the Province of Styria 
and the Mayor of the City of Graz - 
are foreseen. 

FIELD TRIPS
• EcoProfit: An introduction to the Eco-profit project, including visits to companies, following the Eco-Profit 
scheme. https://www.umwelt.graz.at/cms/ziel/4850005/DE/

• KEWG (Klima- und Energiewerkstatt Graz : Climate and Energy Lab Graz) offers hands-on experiments to 
primary school students. http://graz.energieforum.st/

• Visit to Smart City quarters in Graz. Guided visit with architects. http://www.smartcitygraz.at/

• And there will be more

COOPERATIONS
Escp21 is acting within a network of organizations that support a sustainable global development towards 
a resilient future. We cooperate with international societies like www.erscp.eu, PREPARE (www.pre-
pare-net.com), etc.
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...more to come

BIWAES 21

...more to come

CALL FOR PAPERS
The organising and scientific committee are pleased to announce and welcome you to the 20th European 
Roundtable on Sustainable Consumption and Production – erscp2021. Please refer to the topics of the 
conference. 
Templates for abstracts should be downloaded from the conference website www.erscp2021.eu

IMPORTANT DATES
Conference Opening: 
September 8, 2021 10:00 am
Conference Closing: 
September 10, 2021 12:00 pm

February 28, 2021 Abstract Submission 
                    Deadline
April 31, 2021 Notification of acceptance
            of contributions
June 1, 2021 Draft program published
June 15, 2021 Deadline for early bird
            registration

PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS SPONSORS


